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strong tempered clay, and lias no opening sufficiently large to
admit of her egress. She is therefore continually imprisoned
in the cell, engaged in laying eggs, of which 80,000 per day
are said to be produced. A numerous train of attendant
nurses wait upon her majesty, carrying off the eggs as fast as
possible into the nurseries, where they are tended with great
care. When annoyed the working termites retire into their
galleries, and hosts of soldiers rush out, prepared valiantly
to attack the assailant.

These tiny mischievous insects devour everything except
stones and metal. They burrow through the ground, and up
the interior of brick walls, working in relays, and removing
the mortar, grain by grain, to reach the wookwork of the
ceiling and roof.

A box of woollen clothing, which was laid aside for some
months, was found completely riddled with holes, as if a red-
hot iron had been thrust through the articles in all directions.
I have laid my Bible down on the window-sill of a chapel
after evening service, and found it partially eaten by the
morning; numbers of books are thus destroyed. Carpets
cannot be used, as even a thick coating of tar preserves a floor
only for a year or so. Wooden roofs and beams must be
frequently inspected and the ants beaten off, and all furni-
ture carefully examined daily, and placed at a little distance
from the walls of the house. Indeed, a house built and fur-
nished as in England, left unwatched, would be eaten up by
these weak, yet mighty insects in a couple of months,
leaving perhaps the bones and outer skin of the more solid
tables and beams. To such a state of distress and consterna-
tion were the good people of St. Helena reduced a few
years ago by the ravages of termites, which had somehow been
introduced, that the Governor of the island wrote urgent ap-
peals to India for suggestions as to the destruction of the
white ants. But little could be done. Most of the houses